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Snows Women’s Auxiliary– Formed November of 2012 

We are a service and social organization 
existing so that the women of Our Lady of 
Snows Catholic Church can be involved with 
assisting others while enjoying social 
activities.    

Officers: 

President:    Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll 

Vice Pres:     Lorie Johnson 

Rec.  Sec:      Mary Francis 
 
Treasurer:    Susann Boley 
 
Corr. Sec:     Cindy McLaughlin 
 
Sgt at Arms: Lottie Wilson 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Barbara Reyes 
 
 
 
Trustees: 
 
 

SWA February, 2017 Newsletter President’s Article: 
Dearest Ladies, 

February is another month of great significance in our SWA. We had a very successful 
event, the Winter Dinner/Dance, fulfilling our mission on all levels. We ladies had a 
wonderful time socially in planning, preparing and hosting the gala. We worked alongside 
the Knights helping each other to serve our parish. We promoted fellowship in a fun 
atmosphere for parishioners and their guests while raising over $2000 to feed our 
treasury. We then decided to give $3000 to our own “Making A Difference Award”. Our 
Scholarship Committee has determined the best use is to provide 3 equal awards to high 
school seniors in our parish. Thank you for your work, which will continue thru June. We 
now have a Nominating Committee to seek out candidates for our next Board of 
Directors. Their task is not an easy one, and I encourage each of you to pray for their 
success. So indeed a busy month for us is February 2017. 

I’m asking each member to consider one or more of the SWA positions available:  
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Correspondence Secretary and Sergeant-
at- Arms. The last two are appointed by the President, the remaining are elected. I’d like 
to share a little bit of my experience at this time in hopes that it may encourage or inspire 
you to volunteer your time and talent. When first approached about “Running for 
President of the SWA” I was both baffled and flattered. My thoughts were along these 
lines: ‘Wow, they’re scraping the bottom of the barrel here’; ‘I haven’t been a member 
long enough’; ‘I don’t have time’; ‘I don’t have strong computer skills’; ‘I’m not the queen 
of organization (though I live with the king)’; ‘I’m not comfortable in front of a crowd, nor 
am I adept at it’; ‘Surely there is someone, if not many people, better suited than me’. 
These are few of the reasons my response was “No, thank you”. I was asked to and 
agreed to think and pray about it. Some other ideas crept into my conscious. ‘Can I step 
out of my own comfort zone and commit to actively participating in an organization that I 
believe in, care about, enjoy and most importantly, that I want to continue to exist?’  I did 
some inquiring about the details of the position and thought of ways I might make 
adjustments in my schedule and make use my strengths and talents to take the job. I 
prayed and listened and said Yes. If you have similar or other concerns, we can answer 
and help with it. Besides the monthly meeting, I spend about 3 hours a month doing SWA 
business which you could hone down to an hour, as it takes me over an hour to type this 
note. The other positions have about the same or less required time commitment. Please 
consider a position this year; it cannot always be someone else, so if not you, then who? 

February is the month dedicated to the Holy Family. The Holy Family had its beginning 
when our Blessed Mother said “Yes”. May we follow her example and be open to what 
God asks of us. Then Joseph accepted Mary as his wife, I don’t imagine that it was an easy 
choice for him considering the culture and times. But perhaps that is what makes it 
possible. May we follow St. Josephs’ lead - be faith filled believers instead of doubters. 
Together with Jesus, they model the ideal of Christian family life. They followed the faith 
of God’s chosen people. They led a common life of domestic duties, hard work, devotion 
to custom and participation with the greater community. Perfect, beautiful and subtly 
complex in simplicity. May we always strive to follow their example and be able to 
celebrate our own families and our greater family as God’s own children.   

Peace+Joy+Mercy, 
Sandra 

 

Snows Women's Auxiliary 
Mission Statement: 

Promote sociability among 
members and fellowship 
among the church’s 
congregation. 

Promote charitable service 
to the church with activities 
each year, such as but not 
limited to, money for 
Christmas cheer, 
scholarships, help to needy 
families, donation of 
clothing, food for the poor 
and needy, and any other 
such activity approved by the 
members. 

Assist in promoting and 
supporting the members of 
Snows Women’s Auxiliary 
and the Knights of Columbus, 
Council Number 4997. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

February Meeting Highlights 
 

Below are highlights from our February meeting held on Tuesday, February 7.  
  

 Treasurer's Report – Susann reported on the results from the Winter Dinner Dance held on February 3.   

 We sold 95 tickets at $35 each and gained $326 from the sale of the 50/50 raffle tickets.   

 We realized a profit of $2,178.93 from the dinner dance after all expenses were paid.  Details were provided on the 

Preliminary Financial Report distributed at the meeting by Susann.   

 Per Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll, the Dinner Dance guest who won the 50/50 raffle was very deserving. She had just gotten out 

of the hospital after a 2-week stay and had not been paid while in the hospital, so the money was very gratefully received. 

 On the Treasurer’s report dated 1/31/17, our current account balance as of 2/6/17 is $4,132.37. 

 Nomination Committee - These members volunteered to be on the Nomination Committee to solicit candidates for Officer 
positions for the upcoming fiscal year beginning July 1: 

 Nelda McGee, Madeleine Zunino and Lottie Wilson 

 The Committee will make recommendations on possible candidates for officer positions and report on them at the March 

meeting.  

 Positions open are President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Sergeant at Arms. 

 The Election is in May and the new officers will assume their positions in July. 

 Scholarship Committee -There was a lengthy discussion among members about the scholarships/awards as noted below.  

 New & Continuing Committee Members:  Mary Boles, Sandy McClure, Ginny Motola, Patricia Slavin and Kathryn Trimble.  

 We discussed the total amount of money we will dedicate to the scholarships.  Last year we gave out a total of $4,500 but 

there is not enough money in our account this year to equal that amount. A Motion was passed to allocate $3,000 to this 

year’s awards. 

 We discussed the number of scholarships we will provide.  In the past, we gave two scholarships to graduating 8
th

 graders 

and two scholarships to graduating high school seniors.  SWA members who were present felt it is up to the Committee to 

decide the number of scholarships/awards that will be given this year. 

NOTE:  Our Scholarship Committee subsequently determined the best use of our funds is to provide 3 equal awards to high 

school seniors in our parish. 

 We discussed simplifying the application process for candidates, including eliminating the portfolio requirement that we 

have had in the past because it is too time consuming for students to complete, especially if the amount of the award is 

reduced. 

 Michelle Markie is resigning her position as Sergeant at Arms due to family obligations and we thank her for her service. Lottie 
Wilson volunteered to serve in this position for the next 3 months, until our next officer election.  Thank you, Lottie! 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
On-going - Knitting Group meets every other Tuesday in  
     the Parish Center from 10:00 am -1:00 pm. 
 
Wed., March 1 – The first of five Faith Sharing Group  
     meetings for Lent is from 10:00 am – 11:15 am in the  
     Parish Center. The last meeting is Wed. April 6. Buy the  
     Quest booklet ($6.00) in advance from the Parish office. 
 
Tuesday, March 14 - SWA Meeting - bring a sweet or savory 

treat to share. Social Half Hour is 6:00–6:30 pm; meeting is 
6:30-7:30 pm. NOTE: SWA Meeting moved to the 2nd 
Tuesday of this month due to our parish Lenten Mission 
during the week of 3/6.  
 

Saturday, May 6 - “Women’s Day of Reflection”  
     Retreat in the Snows Parish Center with Sr. Gina Ladanza.  

February Ladies of the Month 
Four SWA members have been recognized as our 

February Ladies of the Month for being our hardworking 
servers and doing kitchen clean-up at the Winter Dinner 

Dance on February 4. 

Lorie Johnson 
Betty Mullins 
Ann Steckline 
Gail Vandelist 

You did an outstanding job ladies, and we thank you for 
a very enjoyable and successful evening! 

 
 



“Love is in the Air” Winter Dinner Dance Memories 

Nearly 100 people attend the first ever SWA Winter Dinner Dance on Saturday, February 4.  Thanks to the creative 
brilliance of Lorie Johnson, the Parish Center was transformed into a romantic setting featuring oodles of lovely 
Valentine’s hearts amid sparkling glitter.  Thanks to the culinary excellence of Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll, participants 
enjoyed a delicious 4-course dinner of Italian appetizers, a delectable salad, garlic bread, hearty penne pasta with three 
meats and a delightful Panna Cotta dessert topped with fresh blackberries and raspberries. These menu items were 
original creations designed by Sandra specifically for our dinner. The music was invigorating, the dancing was energetic 
and we all had a great time while raising money for our upcoming projects!  All names below are listed from the left. 

      
Deborah Van Keuren, Lorie Johnson &       Betty Mullins, Ginny Motola, Debbie Sotero, Cindy McLaughlin,  Betty Mullins lights up the tree 
Jean Sokol in decorating mode                    Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll, Shari Ford, Lorie Johnson, Jean Sokol 

             
From L: Carmela Cipollina and guest     Our memorable dinner menu    Festive Tables 

 

       
          Our little shrine to Love! Jean Sokol, Ellie Lawson-Gilgovan, Fr. Tony, Cindy McLaughlin,     Our main course – yummy for the tummy! 
    Carmela Cipollina, Ann Steckline 



   
           Lorie Johnson, Sandra, Susann Boley  Debbie Sotero, Dancing Queen Sandy McClure, Barrie & Gordon McKay & guest 
 

    
                Peter & Stana Stefani                        Theresa Kristynik, Justine Pantaleo, Charles Kristynik Justine Pantaleo & Lorraine Pichon 
 
 

   
 Happy guests!   Guest, Ray Pomada, Kay Dolden and Ray’s guest          Deborah Van Keuren, Judith & Ted Herzchel 
 
 

   
        Shari & Donald Ford, Charles & Ginny Motola  John & Jean Sokol    Lottie & Clyde Wilson 
 

   
                Guest with Melissa and John Fry                  Madeleine Zunino with guests 


